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PRAY for newly arrived refugees, asylum seekers and migrants in the UK, asking that they 
adapt well to living in the UK, that immediate health needs are addressed and trauma 
counselling be made available.

When getting involved with refugees and asylum seekers it is best to do so by working with those 
who are experts in these matters. There are all too many stories of well-meaning people who 
make matters worse because they are unaware of the numerous aspects of best practice in 
supporting such people.

PRAY for those supporting refugees, asylum seekers & migrants across the UK

PRAY that refugees, asylum seekers & migrants will be able to worship and to hear the gospel

PRAY that we will see every refugee, asylum seeker & migrant as a human being, loved by God

“Nobody ever made a bigger mistake than he/she who did nothing because they thought that 

they could only do a little”

Prayerfully look for opportunities to support churches and Christian organisations working with 
refugees and asylum seekers; such bodies seek our prayers and our practical and financial 
support. Many refugees exchange the certainty of trauma for a trauma of uncertainty

PRAY for God’s inner peace to touch those living with high levels of uncertainty

Q |Why has the crisis emerged now? 

There are a number of reasons, including: (i) people trafficking networks have expanded their 
capacity, and reduced some of their prices; (ii) more people are affected by conflict (e.g. Syrians) 
or oppressive governments (e.g. Eritrea) or climate change affecting rural agriculture, particularly 
in parts of Africa; and (iii) support for refugees in countries neighbouring Syria was reduced due to 
a shortage of international donors, which created more desperate people feeling that they had no 
choice than to emigrate.

PRAY for effective support of displaced Syrians in and around Syria

GIVES THANKS for many Christians seeking to support displaced peoples

PRAY that many Muslims respond to those who “meet human need irrespective of the creed”

PRAY that refugees & migrants will get the opportunity to flourish that they are seeking

PRAY that refugees & migrants will know when it is in their best interests to return

PRAY that the Church, local, national & global, will become the trendsetter in how to respond
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Q | How does someone from Afghanistan afford to pay people traffickers? 

Typically, a group of families club together, choosing one person to travel. The group expects the 
sent person to send money back which is shared amongst the participating families. The migrant 
is now under an obligation to the group; returning empty handed will be seen as highly shameful. 
So, deporting them puts them in a very difficult position; they are likely to be rejected by those 
who sent them prompting some to migrate once more, this time as refugees.

PRAY for discernment in knowing whose needs are genuine

PRAY for constructive action by Christians and others to address the causes of forced 
migration 

HARSH REALITY: 
Refugee and asylum systems are unattractive by design because no country or organisation 
wants to attract people who do not really need to migrate. Typically, these systems allow only 
menial work or deny work altogether, forcing dependency on charity and affronting dignity. Such 
practices often cause further difficulties for those already traumatised.

PRAY for wisdom and compassion for all using and operating such systems

PRAY that those who arrive will receive appropriate, compassionate support

DEPORTATION: 
...is much easier said than done. Consider the following case study, asking what it cost.

Case study: 
A European country decided to deport a failed asylum seeker, a convert from Islam to Christianity. 
Two officials flew with the lady back to her country. She had been absent for several years. She 
was denied entry due to her documents being out of date. The European officials took her to 
a neighbouring country and went to the embassy of her country. That embassy was unable 
to provide the necessary documentation. The officials and the lady returned to the European 
country. The lady was pleased to be back, but had been seriously stressed by the process.
This study illustrates the issues of incomplete or out of date documents. Some desperate people 
deliberately destroy documents to complicate and delay their being deported; others have 
acquired false documentation, e.g. Iraqis (and others) acquiring fake Syrian passports.

PRAY for wisdom, grace and compassion in deportation systems and decisions
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DEFINITIONS & TERMINOLOGY:
The legal definition of the term refugee differs from common colloquial usage of the word. The 
UN Convention on the Status of Refugees adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1951 describes 
the international norms on refugees and asylum seekers.

Asylum seeker: someone who applies to be allowed to remain in the country they are in because 
they are unwilling to return to their own country; many countries operate asylum systems; the UN 
operates a refugee system in countries which do not have an asylum system

Refugee seeker: someone who applies to the UN for protection because they believe they cannot 
return safely to their own country; the criteria are: (i) fear of loss of life or liberty; (ii) evidence to 
support such a fear; and (iii) their own government is unable or unwilling to protect them

Refugee: a refugee seeker whose application is accepted by the UN; at this point they become 
eligible for resettlement, i.e. the UN looks for a member state willing to accept the refugee into 
their country with the view to granting them citizenship

Protected status: recognition that a refugee/asylum seeker cannot safely return at this time but it 
is expected that they will be able to do so at some point in the foreseeable future

Migrant: someone who moves to another country in search of work and a better life; note that 
some migrants enter other countries legally as tourists or students or due to visa-free travel. 
(Many countries have visa free travel for certain other countries, e.g. Turkey and Iran, USA & 
Canada; the EU is the largest grouping of countries with such a system.) 

UNHCR: United Nations High Commission for Refugees; the body that operates the international 
refugee system; also referred to as the UN Refugee Agency; founded in 1949, replacing several 
predecessor bodies

IDP: Internally Displaced Person; i.e. someone who has felt obliged to leave their home but 
remains in their own country

Displaced persons: IDPs, refugee seekers and refugees


