
LONG EDITION 
How many parents in Muslim-background communities are living with the fear of waking one 
morning to a text from a child stating that they have moved to the Islamic State or otherwise 
joined an extremist group?

PRAY for Muslim parents, especially those with children aged 16-24

Social factors including family breakdown, alienation, isolation & loss of authority with Islam
Pray for Muslim individuals, families and communities struggling with such issues
Pray for more Christians to become friends with Muslims

Anecdote: a friend (a retired head teacher) noted his concerns at some Muslim-background 
children coming to school tired. More recently, acting as a reading assistant, one child explained 
that he had no time to read at home as he was either at school, at the mosque or eating or 
sleeping at home.
Pray that parents throughout Muslim communities find a balance of life for their children that 
includes time for reading and play, as well as religious study/activities.
Pray for Muslim community leaders and representatives 

On 7th October 2015 David Cameron announced during his speech at the Conservative Party 
Conference that all places where children are taught for more than six hours a week would 
become subject to inspection. He specifically referred to the inclusion of religious bodies, 
including Sunday schools and madrassas. 

PRAY for wise implementation, affirming good practice

PRAY for constructive engagement by Christians in assisting Muslim communities to be 
transparent

PRAY for affected Christian organisations to model transparent engagement with validating 
officers

Universities: the transitions from school to university and then university to working life are times 
of particular vulnerability to radicalisation.

PRAY for Christian witness to Muslims on campuses 

PRAY for chaplains (of all faiths) at universities to spot the signs of radicalisation

PRAY for Christians to be good friends to Muslims during these transitions

De-radicalisation: effectively decompression; challenges the claims made by extremists, shows 
an example of someone who has withdrawn, encourages others to do likewise. This programme 
depends on having successfully de-radicalised people willing to participate.

PRAY for the effectiveness of de-radicalisation programmes

PRAY for the parents – and other significant adults – of those in de-radicalisation programmes
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Context of Islamic State/ISIS/ISIL/Daesh actions outside of their self-declared Caliphate:
Incidents in 2015 included: (i) Ankara, 10th  October, 102+ killed; (ii) Sharm el-Sheik, 30th October, 
224 killed; (iii) Beirut, 12th November, 44+ killed; and (iv) Paris, 13th November, 129 killed

PRAY for comfort for the bereaved, healing for the wounded & traumatised and a sense of 
hope for all affected

PRAY for wisdom for those seeking to respond, especially the authorities and religious leaders

PRAY for those Muslims utterly appalled at what is done in their name

PRAY that the Church would be the trendsetter in reconciliation and communal harmony


