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Presentation Notes
Some commentators believe it was the night when the Qur'an was brought down from bayt ul-mamur (heavenly abode) where the eternal Quran is kept. Some say this is when the angel Jibreel (Gabriel) began to reveal it in parts to Muhammad. Others say it was the night when the Prophet received the entire Qur'an, but was asked to transmit it as and when the occasion demanded.




Qur`an

The month of ramadhan, that in which the 
Qur'an was sent down; a guidance for mankind, 
and clear signs of guidance and distinction 
(Chapter of the Cow, 2:185)
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Laylat ul-qadr celebrates the arrival of the final guidance for humans with a message which shows them the way to achieve happiness in both the worlds. There are several Muslim traditions: Some hadith say the fate of every believer for the coming year is decreed on this night. That is why the du`as (voluntary prayers) for this night ask for special favours for the year. 



Hadith

Whoever establishes the prayers on the night of 
qadr out of sincere faith and hoping to attain 
Allah’s rewards then all his past sins will be 
forgiven.

- Hadith, Bukhari Vol 1, Book 2:34

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some stay awake the entire night, and pray for blessings and forgiveness. It is considered the holiest night of the year, and said to contain tremendous benefits. Every Muslim community has its own traditions about how to spend the night and how many prayers to say. More standardisation of practices with Internet and petro-dollar influence.




How to make the most of it?
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Click on picture 1 for Youtube clip on instructions by popular American preachers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMq3jeA914U
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Presentation Notes
Idea of open heaven and the relationship between God in Heaven and us on earth is something we share with Islam. But there is a difference in the nature of that relation and what it means.  
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Islamic ideas about the open Heaven are similar to Christian ideas depicted in this Byzantine painting: the open Heaven is associated with Judgment and the way (ladder) that links us is beset with temptations. In popular culture, see the Simpsons characters depicting the elevator to Heaven.



John 1:50-51

Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said 
to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you 
believe? You will see greater things than these!” 
And he said to him, “Truly, truly I say to all of 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of Man.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BUT Jn 1:51 tells us the assurance we have of the Glory to be revealed are built upon the word of Christ: Now that disciples have been elected they are going to witness the Heavens open and Jesus as the link/ladder between Heaven and Earth
Note: The Son of Man; a title frequently applied to Jesus in the Gospel, but always by himself. Nathanael had called him the Son of God and king of Israel: he calls himself Son of Man. Commentaries suggest: 
to express Jesus’ humility in the midst of the honours he receives and to teach his humanity,
…It may refer to Christ’s second coming, to judge the world, when the heavens shall be open, and every eye shall see him, and the angels of God shall ascend and descend about him, as attendants on him, every one employed (2 Thess. 1:7-10). 

But the images and metaphors that Gospel of John uses tells us there is more to it than meets the eye. When Jesus says to Nathanael he will see heaven opened, he speaks of things to come from here forward: 
Of Christ’s miracles: Christ is prophecying about the time of miracles, much more great and strange than seeing a man sit under a fig tree. Heaven has been opened and the Son of Man shall show power as if the angels were continually attending his orders. Immediately after this, Christ began to work miracles, John 2:11. Or, 
Of his mediation: the new relationship between heaven and earth, which his disciples will witness. First, By Christ, as Mediator, they shall see heaven opened, “that we may enter into the holiest by his blood (Heb. 10:19, 20); heaven opened, that by faith we may look in, and at length may go in; may now behold the glory of the Lord, and hereafter enter into the joy of our Lord. And, secondly, they shall see angels ascending and descending upon the Son of Man. Through Christ we have communion with and benefit by the holy angels, and things in heaven and things on earth are reconciled and gathered together.” (Matthew Henry) 



“Truly, truly I say to all of you, you 
will see heaven opened and the 

angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.”

The Vision of Jacob’s Ladder, J. M.William Turner 1775–1851
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Christ is to us as Jacob’s ladder (Gen. 28:12), by whom angels continually ascend and descend for the good of the saints. Jacob understood the vision of the ladder in a very physical/Islamic way, saying “how awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; the gate of heaven” (Gen 28:17). He sets up a pillar for the contractual relationship he understands with God – that God will be with him, watch over him, give him food and clothes to wear, and to return to his father’s house” (v. 20-1).
But Jesus shows us in John 1:51 that the vision of the ladder is so much more than a contract. It is new life and an open heaven to which he himself has given the access.
By thinking about Night of Power we see how Islam replaces Jesus with the Quran. While they honour him as a holy person and prophet, they see the Quran as the Logos that has come down from heaven rather than Jesus. The link between heaven and earth has not been permanently established but is a temporary uncertain moment that you might miss because you didn’t get the calendar right, or you’ve overslept. Not a permanent presence of Immanuel, God with us.
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