
A Short Guide to Mahabba

www.mahabbanetwork.com

Mahabba is passionate about motivating and mobilising everyday Christians 

to love their Muslim neighbours and to help churches to mentor and multiply 

dynamic communities of disciples.

LOVING ALL MUSLIMSLOVING ALL MUSLIMS
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FACE THE FACTS, BUT DON’T FUEL THE FEAR...

• The Muslim population is larger, more diverse, and more visible than ever 
before

• The Muslim population will continue to grow through biological growth, 
transfer growth and conversion growth

• There are some dangerous, violent groups among the different Muslim 
communities, but the great majority are ordinary, peace-loving people 
just like us

• Christians are aware of Islam and Muslims as never before, but are not 
sure how to respond

• Christians need help to respond with grace and truth, vision and faith, 
confidence and love

• Hundreds of thousands of Christians have a Muslim friend, colleague or 
neighbour

• Everyday Christians have more opportunities than ever before to reach 
out in friendship and witness to the Muslim people around them

• Muslims in Britain are becoming followers of Jesus in greater numbers 
than ever before

A Short Guide to Mahabba
Helping local churches to equip their members to unveil Jesus to 
Muslim people - with God’s love

For more information visit our website: 
www.mahabbanetwork.com

Or contact us at: 
info@mahabbanetwork.com

Further resources are available online at our website:
www.mahabbanetwork.com

Mahabba is an operating name of Mahabba Network International MNI. 

Mahabba is a company limited by guarantee no. 8206456, registered charity no.1150090, and 
registered in England.
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Get in Touch

TELEPHONE:
+44 (0)300 302 0017

E-MAIL:
info@mahabbanetwork.com

WEBSITE:
www.mahabbanetwork.com

ADDRESS:
The Riverside Centre
Riverside Court
Pride Park
Derby
DE24 8HY
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Our overriding vision is to see large numbers of Muslim people 
turning to Christ, being disciples and becoming involved in local 
church. We want to see networks of churches and Christians 
partnering together locally to reach out with love to their 
Muslim neighbours.

We would like to assist all those involved in local ministries and churches 
to...

• Realise the multi-ethnic nature of the communities around 
them, including the many Muslim communities from around the 
world

• Encourage those around them to love Muslim people and to 
raise their faith that Muslims can become followers of Jesus

• Support  members  of  churches  who  have Muslim friends to 
reach out to them and link up with other local Christians doing so

• Care for those who turn to Christ from Islam

• Encourage and support people as they engage with their 
Muslim neighbour

Burdensome?

We realise that Christian leaders are generally busy, so do not expect them 
to take on Muslim ministry as a prime concern personally. To give equal 
commitment to everything is difficult. Instead, by releasing members of local 
churches to engage missionally with Muslim people, an individual’s ministry 
can be affirmed and encouraged as part of a church’s ministry.
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WHAT IS MAHABBA’S VISION?
Mahabba means ‘love’ in Arabic. The Mahabba Network exists to:

“Motivate and mobilise everyday Christians to love their 

Muslim neighbours in word and deed, and to help churches 

to mentor and multiply dynamic communities of disciples.”
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WHY MAHABBA?
Over the past decade Christians – and especially evangelical Christians – 
have become increasingly polarised in their response to the presence to 
Muslims in the UK, divided between…

• Those who emphasise the need to welcome and embrace Muslims
• Those who are concerned about the Islamisation of their cities and the 

fate of Christians being persecuted in Muslim majority countries

Mahabba bridges the gap between these two poles. These polarised 
approaches can lead to naïvety on the on hand and fear and hostility on the 
other. What is needed is an emphasis both on loving Muslim people and 
tackling the difficult issues facing society today. So, Mahabba seeks to help 
Christians everywhere to…

‘Face the facts, not fuel the fear’

Sadly, the history of Christian-Muslim relations has not always been good. 
Terrible atrocities have been committed on both sides in the name of 
religion.  Muslims have often equated ‘Christianity’ with western political 
power, as indeed it was during much of ‘Christendom’. They see it as a 
religion, a vehicle of empire and a tribal identity marker.

However, followers of Jesus today do not want to be associated with this. 
Jesus Christ is good news for people in all nations, cultures and ethnic 
groups.

MOTIVATING, MOBILISING, MENTORING, MULTIPLYING

Thus, the Mahabba approach helps churches to motivate and mobilise 
their members to befriend Muslims and, as a natural part of that, be able 
to explain clearly and sensitively who Jesus is and what it means to follow 
him. We also help churches to mentor and multiply these communities of 
disciples, welcoming them and caring for them.
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WHAT IS A LOCAL MAHABBA GROUP?
In a given city a mix of different people from different churches sharing a 
passion to reach out to their Muslim friends would form a local inter-church 
Mahabba group. This would…

1. Strengthen their individual ministries
2. Enable them to do joint outreaches

A local Mahabba group develops organically and not prescriptively, always 
working in close consultation with local church leaders. Each group is 
founded on prayer and develops uniquely in its scope and activities as it 
grows.

Each local Mahabba group is…

1. Recognised, supported and encouraged by church leaders
2. Facilitated by a local coordinator

What does a Mahabba group do?

Typically a local group may…

• Organise regular prayer for Muslim communities in its town

• Encourage existing ministries within local churches

• Run a training course to equip members of many different 
churches to reach out to Muslim people

• Advise local churches on how to care for those in Muslim 
communities who choose to follow Jesus

• Work with Muslim friends to organise joint events which 
promote better understanding between faith communities
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JUST ANOTHER AGENCY?
Many para-church agencies provide specialists to undertake the ministry 
of ‘reaching Muslims’. Mahabba is not an agency and does not employ 
specialists to do the work. Rather, Mahabba encourages specialists to train 
and equip everyday Christians to better understand their Muslim 
neighbours and to build bridges with their Muslim neighbours. We can also 
draw on the resources of people with deep cross cultural experience to help 
support when necessary. Those with specialisms help support and release 
those with enthusiasm.

SPECIALISTS

SPECIALISTS

ORDINARY
CHRISTIANS

ORDINARY
CHRISTIANS

AGENCY EXPERTS NETWORK TRAINERS

SO HOW DOES A GROUP START?
It is not imposed top-down – instead, it simply starts when Christians in local 
churches, who love Muslims and want them to follow Jesus, come together to 
pray about what God wants them to do in their locality. Crucially, this needs 
the support of local church leaders in unity.
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CORE VALUES: ‘LOVING ALL MUSLIMS’ MEANS…

1. Persistent prayer
Mahabba was birthed in prayer, so we see passionate prayer as the fuel for 
the continued development of this vision

2. Love for Muslim people
The word ‘mahabba’ means ‘love’ in Arabic and we advocate living out a life 
of love and graciousness towards Muslims. Our greatest gift of love is Jesus 
himself

3. Mobilising everyday Christians
Historically, engaging with Muslims has been the domain of just the 
‘specialists’. However, in Mahabba groups, specialists now become the 
essential trainers, who resource and support in releasing everyday Christians

4. Championed by church leaders in unity
We believe that church leaders are the best people to motivate their 
congregations to reach Muslims; they don’t need to be experts on Islam 
themselves

5. Growing believers
We aim to mentor new believers from all backgrounds, discipling them to 
become catalysts who share their faith and multiply within dynamic local 
fellowships
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WHAT DOES A LOCAL CHURCH LEADER HAVE TO DO?

Mahabba is neither asking leaders to do anything for it, nor is 

it offering to come and do the work for them!

Rather it comes alongside, to encourage and to be a catalyst for things to 
start in your community. Mahabba helps local leaders to do what they have 
often thought they ought to do but have never had the time, resources or 
expertise.

So, we hope that local leaders would…

• Give Mahabba credibility and support in the local Christian 
community

• Make  space  for  the  Mahabba  group to promote its 
activities

• Support and advise the local Mahabba coordinator(s)

CALL TO ACTION 
WHAT NEXT?

We hope that church leaders reading this will be excited about 
Mahabba’s vision, and will want to their people to engage in their local 
Mahabba group. We encourage you to:

• Build a strong relationship with the local Mahabba group

• Encourage people in your group to start praying for Muslims locally

• Get in touch for more information: info@mahabbanetwork.com
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all those involved will belong to local churches or agencies which provide 
individual accountability. However, a Mahabba group is often overseen by 
a local advisory board drawn from church leaders and representatives. 
Mahabba can provide assistance, support and encouragement, but no 
central oversight or accountability.

To whom is the Mahabba Network affiliated?

Mahabba is affiliated to Global Connections,  through CRIB (Christian
Responses to Islam in Britain), and is a member of the Evangelical Alliance, 
adhering to its basis of faith.

Mahabba respects the right of both Christians and Muslims to share 
their faith freely through loving and peaceful interaction. It draws inspiration 
from the Christian-Muslim Forum’s Ethical Guidelines for Witness and the 
International Grace and Truth Statement:

         Link:
          www.christianmuslimforum.org/downloads/Ethical_Guidelines_for_Witness.pdf
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What about existing ministries?

Where there are existing ministries working in Muslim communities Mahabba 
encourages them to link in with the local prayer group, share their 
experience and bless the whole church. It does not try to coordinate or direct 
them.

How is it financed?

Local Mahabba groups generally adopt a volunteer principle and running 
costs are kept to a minimum. These costs are typically met by small 
donations from local sources. As a group grows, the coordinator 
sometimes needs to be employed on a part-time basis, although this has 
to be discussed, agreed and financed at a local level. Mahabba can provide 
assistance in this area, if required.

To whom is the local group accountable?

Local Mahabba groups are not agencies or ministries in their own right and 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



page 13

EXAMPLES OF INITIATIVES FOSTERED BY LOCAL 
MAHABBA GROUPS
IT STARTS WITH PRAYER
In 2006 a few people in Oxford started meeting together weekly to pray and 
ask God how He wanted them to bless Muslims in the city. Gradually, others 
joined and different initiatives emerged.
 
WAKE UP
After six women from a local church had been meeting every week for some 
while to pray for their Muslim neighbours, their local vicar was heard to say, 
‘our area isn’t multi-ethnic at all’. Really? Sometimes church leaders need to 
catch up with where their congregations are!
 
THE TABLE
One man had a vision to start a book table in the centre of town giving out 
Christian literature in different languages. He found that many Muslims were 
interested to talk and read about the real meaning of Christian faith and took 
Bibles home in their own languages. Several have turned to Christ.

FRIENDSHIP FIRST
A DVD-based training course helping Christians to explore their attitudes 
towards Muslims. It equips them confidently to build friendships and explain 
their faith to their Muslim neighbours and colleagues.

          Link:
           www.friendshipfirst.org

NEW BELIEVERS
In a town where a growing number of Muslims are becoming Jesus’ followers, 
the local Mahabba group is advising churches on how to care for them and 
help them serve Christ. A new resource called ‘Joining the Family’ will help 
churches to do this. 
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neighbours, and how to unveil Jesus to them. The vast majority of 
Christians will only need this level of training. However, whatever your 
need, we have a pool of resources to help you which you can find on our 
website: www.mahabbanetwork.com

5. CONNECTING WITH A WIDER NETWORK: Mahabba seeks to facilitate 
building strong networks of Christians across the local churches, 
as well as across the nation and nations, which support Christians 
engaging with their Muslim neighbours.

6. ACCESS TO AN ONLINE COMMUNITY: All those within Mahabba 
networks are encouraged to join The City. This is our online community 
platform which complements existing relationships. Here you can 
continue the conversation as well as link into an exciting learning 
community: www.mahabba.onthecity.org

7. DISCIPLESHIP AND CHURCH PLANTING: As Muslim people come to 
believe in and follow Jesus,  Mahabba is then able to advise the local 
prayer group, about how to mentor these believers, with a view to 
them being able to multiply within their own communities. Some 
believers will join our communities, but others may be more effective 
remaining within their own culture and context, provided they have a 
strong relational network to mentor and support them.

page 15page 14

1. SUPPORT FROM A REGIONAL FACILITATOR: If you find that people 
are already looking to gather, pray and reach out to Muslims, we can 
connect you with your Mahabba Regional Facilitator. We have split 
the UK into four regions, so your local facilitator will be well placed to give 
you appropriate advice, help you communicate the Mahabba vision and 
understand the dynamics of a network.

2. SUPPORT FROM YOUR LOCAL CHURCH LEADERS: For those who 
struggle to connect with local church leaders, we will then seek to 
connect them with local leaders who regularly meet together for prayer. 
Church leaders do not need to be experts in Islam themselves, but we 
believe that they are the best people to motivate and mobilise their 
congregations to love Muslim people.

3. STARTING A PRAYER MOVEMENT: Once championed by church leaders, 
many more everyday believers will be encouraged to get involved in the 
weekly or regular Mahabba prayer meeting. Everything is fuelled and 
directed from this core of persistent united prayer, and is carried forward 
through this network of everyday Christians.

4. EQUIPPING YOU WITH RESOURCES: We then encourage every believer 
to do the ‘Friendship First’ course, which will empower them with 
simple tools and understanding about how to befriend their Muslim 

HOW CAN MAHABBA HELP YOU?
Mahabba, as a movement, seeks to be a catalyst in networking together 
everyday Christians - resourced by agency specialists and championed 
by church leaders - to love their Muslim neighbours. This relational 
network, backed nationally by Global Connections and Evangelical 
Alliance, has a wealth of ideas, resources, skills and experience to help 
you.

Mahabba’s role in encouraging new prayer-based, locally-initiated 
networks will typically include some of the following aspects:
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Date of first payment
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Date of final payment
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Number of payments
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FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING MAHABBA
If you would like to financially support the work of Mahabba, you can do so a number of different 
ways. 
• Via our donate button on our website: www.mahabbanetwork.com/donate
• By posting a cheque to our office:

The Riverside Centre, Riverside Court, Pride Park, Derby, DE24 8HY
• By completing this standing order form and RETURNING IT TO YOUR BANK

Please complete with BLOCK CAPITALS

1 Details of the account where payments will come from

2 Details of the account where payments will go to

3 Payment details

4 Special instructions

MAHABBA UK CAF BANK LIMITED

0  0  0  2  2  9  9  7
4  0  5  2  4  0

Account number
Sort code

Continue payments until cancelled by 
me in writing

Choose one option, marking box with an x
Weekly Monthly

Six Monthly Annually

Quarterly

For weekly payments choose day of the week
Monday Tuesday

Thursday Friday

Wednesday

If you would like any other frequency please 
specify the date required (e.g. 21st)

Please mark one of the boxes if either the first 
or final amount is different from the regular 
amount

Amount of first or final payment if different 
from regular amount

First Final

£

Signature

Signature (if joint account)

Date

Account name
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Get in Touch

TELEPHONE:
+44 (0)300 302 0017

E-MAIL:
info@mahabbanetwork.com

WEBSITE:
www.mahabbanetwork.com

YOUR LOCAL MAHABBA:

Stay informed

You can stay informed of all that is going on in Mahabba by subscribing to our 
monthly newsletter. See our website for more details.

www.mahabbanetwork.com

ADDRESS:
The Riverside Centre
Riverside Court
Pride Park
Derby
DE24 8HY


